
Syllabus
 

 
 Course Number/Title: ED277 Children’s Literature Year: Fall 2012 

 Department: Education Credit Hours: 3 hours 

 Required Text: Children’s Literature by Days/Time: Tue/Th. 12:15-1:30 

  Charlotte Huck, 10 Ed.                                      

                                                IBSN # 978-0-07-337856-5 

 Instructor: Tara Schroer Room #: LIB #253 

 Office Hours: M-F 8:00-11:00, 1:00-4:00 Phone: (785) 460-5487 

                                                                                                       E-mail:  tara.schroer@colbycc.edu 

Course Placement:  Freshman or Sophomore Pre-requisite: None 

Course Rationale 
To share knowledge and enthusiasm for the literature of children to future teachers and others so that they will be able to 
communicate their own excitement about books to the young people they teach and for their own enjoyment. 
 
Assessment 
The CCC assessment plan meets the general education requirements by continually assessing its effectiveness 
through student outcomes.  An example of your work, a paper, some test questions, a presentation, or other 
work may be selected for assessment.  This process will not affect your grade, will not require you do 
additional work and your evaluation will be confidentially handled.  Through your cooperation we are 
working to improve teaching and learning at Colby Community College. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwii ll ll   ccoommppii llee  aa  ppoorrttffooll iioo  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  1100  ddii ff ffeerreenntt  ggeennrreess.. 
  
TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwii ll ll   eevvaalluuaattee  cchhii llddrreenn’’ ss  ll ii tteerraattuurree  ffoorr  pplloott,,  sseettttiinngg,,  tthheemmee,,  cchhaarraacctteerriizzaattiioonn,,  ssttyyllee,,  aanndd  ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww..  
  
TThhee  ssttuuddeenntt  wwii ll ll   rreeccooggnniizzee  aanndd  bbee  ffaammii ll iiaarr  wwii tthh  mmaajjoorr  aauutthhoorrss,,  ii ll lluussttrraattoorrss  aanndd  aawwaarrddss..  
  
Course Description 
This class focuses on criteria for choosing and using literature with children, provides an in-depth look at the various genres 
and explores the teaching, planning and evaluating of a literature based program 
 
Course Learning Objectives 

1. To instill an appreciation of children’s literature. 
2. To aid in the evaluation of children’s literature. 
3. To aid in the selection of children’s literature. 
4. To become familiar with a variety of children’s literature, especially those considered to be outstanding, including 

traditional and multicultural literature. 
5. To become familiar with major authors, illustrators and awards. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Outline 
Knowing Children’s Literature 
 Defining Children’s Literature 
 Evaluating Fiction 
 Classics 
 The Book Awards 
Understanding Children’s Responses to Literature 
 Reading Interest 
 Child Development 
 Children’s Responses to Literature 
Multicultural Literature 
 Early Beginnings to Recent Trends 
 Definition and Rise of Multicultural Literature 
Book to Begin On 
 Developing Initial Literacy 
 Books for the Very Young to the Beginning Reader 
Picture Books 
 The Art and the Artist 
 Matter of Style 
 Themes and Subjects 
Traditional Literature 
 Folktales 
 Fables 
 Myths 
 Bible Stories 
Modern Fantasy 
 Modern Fairy Tales 
 Science Fiction 
Poetry 
 Meaning of Poetry 
 Selecting Poetry 
 Sharing Poetry 
Contemporary Realistic Fiction 
 Becoming One’s Own Person 
 Coping with Problems of the Human Condition 
 Living in a Diverse World 
 Popular Types of Realistic Fiction (Humorous Stories, Animal Stories, Sport Stories, 
  School Stories, Mysteries) 
Historical Fiction for Today’s Child 
 Prehistoric Times 
 Stories of the Eastern Hemisphere 
 Stories of the Western Hemisphere 
 Stories into the Twentieth Century 
Nonfiction Books 
 Trends in Nonfiction 
 Criteria for Evaluating Nonfiction 
 Types of Nonfiction Books 
Biography 
 Biography for Today’s Child 
 Criteria for Juvenile Biography 
 Types of Biography 
 Autobiographies and Memoirs 
 
Method of Instruction 
The class is structured around the textbook with lecture, class discussions, and reading assignments.  A major part of the class will 
feature frequent sharing of books by the instructor and by the students.  The Online Learning Center can be located at   
www.mhhe.com/kiefer9e  This website is a wealth of information for you as a student and as a future teacher. 
 
 



Method of Evaluation 
Students will be evaluated on chapter tests, class projects, papers, and the final 
.\ 
The grading scale is the following : 90-100% = A    80-89% = B    70-79% = C    60-69% = D    and below 60% is a failing grade of F 
 
50% = chapter tests 
20% = portfolio 
20% = assignments (written and class) 
10% = final 
 
Course Requirements 

1. Read the assigned number of books and compile a portfolio of your reading for future reference using the 
following format: 

 
 

 
 Title:                                                  Genre: 
 
Author:                                                  Level: 
 
Illustrator:                                                 Number of pages: 
 
Publisher:                                                 Date of Publication: 
 
Summary (Use your own words; 3-4 sentences; setting, character, plot, conflict, resolution): 
  
 
Response (How did you or the child react?  What struck you?  How do you relate it to your life?): 
 

 
Required reading:  This list is a minimum requirement of reading for this class.  Hopefully, my enthusiasm for 
children’s literature and the enthusiasm of others in the classroom will inspire students to read many more books. 
 

1.    40 picture books (20 of which are Caldecott Medal winners) 
     10 Newbery Medal books 
       1 Historical Fiction 
       1 Mythology 
       2 Multicultural  
       2 Poetry books 
       3 Fantasy or Fairy Tale books 
       1 biography 
       1 non-fiction  
       2 folktales 

 
2. Biographical paper on selected author or illustrator using MLA style guidelines. 
3. Online Learning Center which accompanies the textbook for specific assignments. 
4. Story time at the public library 
5. Chapter Tests 
6. Final 

 
 
Assignment Policy 
Assignments are to be completed in a timely manner.  Students are excused for school activities but assignments should be made up in 
advance or due the next class period.  If you are absent for other reasons, your assignment is due the next class period.  Check online 
or see me to determine assignment deadlines. When papers are submitted for grades, it should be noted that at no time is Wikipedia an 
acceptable source for citation. Students who are found to use Wikipedia as a source will receive a failing grade for the paper 
submitted.  
 
 



 
 
Test Policy 
Tests will be given throughout the semester. If you miss a test, you will be allowed a makeup. You will receive the test the following 
class. The test will be due at the next class meeting.    
 
Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance and participation are required.  If you have to miss a class period, it is your responsibility to get the 
assignment. 
 
AAccaaddeemmiicc  IInntteeggrriittyy  
CCoollbbyy  CCoommmmuunnii ttyy  CCooll lleeggee  ddeeff iinneess  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinntteeggrrii ttyy  aass  lleeaarrnniinngg  tthhaatt  lleeaaddss  ttoo  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff   kknnoowwlleeddggee  
aanndd//oorr  sskkii ll llss  wwii tthhoouutt  aannyy  ffoorrmm  ooff   cchheeaattiinngg  oorr  ppllaaggiiaarriissmm..  TThhiiss  lleeaarrnniinngg  rreeqquuiirreess  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  CCoollbbyy’’ ss  iinnssttii ttuuttiioonnaall   
vvaalluueess  ooff   qquuaall ii ttyy,,  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd  iinntteeggrrii ttyy..  AAll ll   CCoollbbyy  CCoommmmuunnii ttyy  CCooll lleeggee  ssttuuddeennttss,,  ffaaccuull ttyy,,  ssttaaff ff ,,  aanndd  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  
aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  uupphhoollddiinngg  aaccaaddeemmiicc  iinntteeggrrii ttyy..  
CChheeaattiinngg  iiss  ggiivviinngg,,  rreecceeiivviinngg,,  oorr  uussiinngg  uunnaauutthhoorriizzeedd  hheellpp  oonn  iinnddiivviidduuaall   aanndd  ggrroouupp  aaccaaddeemmiicc  eexxeerrcciisseess  ssuucchh  aass  
ppaappeerrss,,  qquuiizzzzeess,,  tteessttss,,  aanndd  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  tthhrroouugghh  aannyy  ddeell iivveerryy  ssyysstteemm  iinn  aannyy  lleeaarrnniinngg  eennvvii rroonnmmeenntt..  TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeess  
iimmppeerrssoonnaattiinngg  aannootthheerr  ssttuuddeenntt,,  sshhaarriinngg  ccoonntteenntt  wwii tthhoouutt  aauutthhoorriizzaattiioonn,,  ffaabbrriiccaattiinngg  ddaattaa,,  aanndd  aall tteerriinngg  aaccaaddeemmiicc  
ddooccuummeennttss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  rreeccoorrddss,,  wwii tthh  oorr  wwii tthhoouutt  tthhee  uussee  ooff   ppeerrssoonnaall   aanndd  ccooll lleeggee  eelleeccttrroonniicc  ddeevviicceess..  
PPllaaggiiaarriissmm  iiss  rreepprreesseennttiinngg  oorr  ttuurrnniinngg  iinn  ssoommeeoonnee  eellssee’’ ss  wwoorrkk  wwii tthhoouutt  pprrooppeerr  ccii ttaattiioonn  ooff   tthhee  ssoouurrccee..  TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeess  
uunnaacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  ppaarraapphhrraassee,,  qquuoottaattiioonn,,  oorr  ccoommpplleettee  uussee  ooff   ssoommeeoonnee  eellssee’’ ss  wwoorrkk  iinn  aannyy  ffoorrmm..  IItt  aallssoo  iinncclluuddeess  
ccii ttiinngg  wwoorrkk  tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott  uusseedd  aanndd  ttaakkiinngg  ccrreeddii tt  ffoorr  aa  ggrroouupp  pprroojjeecctt  wwii tthhoouutt  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  ii tt..  
The following procedure will be used for students who violate the policy: 

• First Offense – Student will receive a zero for the assignment and the student will be reported to the Dean 
of Academic Affairs. 

• Second Offense – The student will be reported to the Dean of Academic Affairs and removed from the 
class. 

• Third Offense – The student will be reported to the Dean of Academic Affairs and dismissed from the 
college.  

 
Any questions about this policy may be referred to the Dean of Academic Affairs. 
 
 
Syllabus Statement 
The CCC assessment plan meets the general education requirements by continually assessing its effectiveness 
through student outcomes.  An example of your work, a paper, some test question, a presentation, or other work may 
be selected for assessment.  This process will not affect your grade, will not require you do additional work and your 
evaluation will be confidentially handled.  Through your cooperation we are working to improve teaching and 
learning at Colby Community College.   
 
Syllabus Information Disclaimer 
I reserve the right to change any information contained in this document, when necessary, with adequate notice given to the student.  
Notice shall be given in the classroom during class.  No other notice is required.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep up with any 
changes, modifications, adjustments or amendments that are made to this document. 
 
Accommodations for Students With Disabilities 
According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, it is the responsibility of each student with a disability to notify the college of 
his/her disability and to request accommodations.  If a member of the class has a documented learning disability or a physical 
disability and needs special accommodations, he/she should contact Student Support Services, which is located in the Student Union. 
 
Equipment 
For On-line assignments, using own computer:eCollege – Minimum Macintosh System requirements:  desktop or laptop with 800 
MHz processor; Macintosh OS X operating system; 56 bps modem; sound card and speakers; CD-RW, Zip, DVD-RW or USB mass 
storage device, 512MB RAM.  Minimum PC System requirements: desktop with 2.0 GHz Pentium 4 processor or laptop with 1.4 GHz 
Centrino processor; Windows XP Professional operating system; 56bps modem; sound card and speakers; CD-RW, Zip, DVD-RW or 
USB mass-storage device, 512MB RAM  
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